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U-PASS TESTS

Criterion-Referenced Tests (CRTs)
– Language Arts – grades 1 – 11
– Math – grades 1 – 7, pre-algebra, elem. 

algebra, geometry (core courses)
– Science – grades 4 – 8, Earth systems, 

biology, chemistry, physics (core courses)
Direct Writing Assessment (DWA)
Utah Basic Skills Competency Test (UBSCT)



U-PASS TESTS (cont.)

Utah’s Alternate Assessment (UAA)
– Language Arts – grades 1 – 12
– Math – grades 1 – 12
– Science – grades 4 – 12

Norm-Referenced Tests
– Iowa Tests of Basic Skills – grades 3, 5, 8
– Iowa Tests of Educational Development –

grade 11



DEFINITION OF TERMS

Accommodations
Modifications 
English Language Learner (ELL)
Students with Disabilities (SWD)
Students with Section 504 Plans



5 IMPORTANT STEPS

1. Expect students with disabilities to achieve 
grade level academic content standards

2. Learn about accommodations for instruction 
and assessment

3. Select accommodations 
4. Administer accommodations during 

instruction and assessment
5. Evaluate and improve accommodation use



STEP 1

Expect students with disabilities to achieve 
grade level academic content standards



STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN 
ASSESSMENTS

The participation of students with disabilities 
in assessments is required by the following 
federal laws:
– No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
– Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA)



ASSESSMENTS FOR 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Assessments for Accountability help to 
measure:
– How successful schools are in including all 

students in standards-based education
– How well students are achieving standards
– What needs to be improved for specific 

groups of students



INCLUDE ALL STUDENTS IN 
INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENTS

Assessments without accommodations
Assessments with accommodations
– English Language Learners
– Students with Disabilities
– Students on a 504 plan

Utah’s Alternate Assessment (UAA) for 
students with significant cognitive disabilities



UTAH’S ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT 
(UAA)

Grades 1 – 12
Language Arts, Math and Science
Exempted from other U-PASS tests
Tasks will not change this year
Bubble sheets for UAAs – new this year



EQUAL ACCESS TO GRADE LEVEL 
CONTENT

Remember that equal access to grade level 
content is the goal
Every IEP team member must be familiar 
with state and district content standards and 
where to locate standards and updates
Collaboration between general and special 
educators is key



STEP 2

Learn about accommodations for instruction 
and assessment



ACCOMMODATIONS APPLICATIONS

The use of accommodations is linked 
through each of these areas:

Classroom
instruction

Classroom 
assessments

State & district 
assessments

Content standards



TYPES OF ACCOMMODATIONS

Other
(504 only)

Timing/
Scheduling Setting

Response

Presentation

Accommodations



STEP 3

Select accommodations for instruction and 
assessment



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

What are the student’s learning strengths 
and needs?
How do the student’s learning needs affect 
their achievement of grade level content 
standards?



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER (cont.)

What specialized instruction (e.g., learning 
strategies, organizational skills, reading 
skills) does the student need to achieve 
grade level content standards?
What accommodations will increase the 
student’s access to instruction and 
assessment by reducing the effects of the 
disability?



DOCUMENTING ACCOMMODATIONS

Accommodations must be documented in the 
IEP
– Instructional accommodations
– Assessment accommodations 



WHAT DOESN’T WORK

Checking off every accommodation available 
on the IEP, hoping “something” will work
Failing to keep data on what 
accommodations do and do not work



REVIEW CURRENT 
ACCOMMODATIONS

What accommodations are currently used by 
the student during instruction and for 
assessments?
What are results for assignments and 
assessments when accommodations were 
used and not used?



BASED ON THIS REVIEW

Decide whether the student should
– Continue using an accommodation  “as is”
– Use an accommodation with changes
– Have an accommodation discontinued



PLANNING USE OF NEW 
ACCOMMODATIONS

Consider:
– The student’s willingness to learn how to 

use the accommodation 
– Opportunities to learn how to use the 

accommodation in classroom settings



PLANNING USE OF NEW 
ACCOMMODATIONS (cont.)

Plan how a student will learn to use each 
new accommodation
Be certain there is sufficient time to learn 
how to use instructional and assessment 
accommodations before test day
Plan for the ongoing evaluation and 
improvement of accommodations use



INVOLVE STUDENTS

Involve students in selecting, using, and 
evaluating accommodations
Students who use accommodations will 
generally also need them at home, in the 
community, and as they get older, in 
postsecondary education and at work.



STEP 4

Administer accommodations during instruction 
and assessment



COORDINATING THE LOGISTICS

Map out logistics of providing 
accommodations
– Who will arrange, coordinate, and provide 

assessment accommodations 
– Prepare for the implementation of 

accommodations prior to, on, and after 
day of assessment.



PRIOR TO DAY OF ASSESSMENT

Be certain test administrators know the 
accommodations that must be provided to 
individual students and know how to 
administer accommodations 
It might be helpful to develop a data base to 
monitor how accommodations will be 
delivered



PRIOR TO DAY OF ASSESSMENT 
(cont.)

Know where a student with an “extended 
time” accommodation will finish the 
assessment
Know where a student with a “read aloud”
accommodation will take the assessment



FOLLOWING THROUGH ON DAY OF 
ASSESSMENT

Test administrators must understand the 
importance of:
– Ethical Testing Practices
– Standardization
– Test security



ETHICAL TESTING PRACTICES

Unethical practices or inappropriate 
interaction between test administrator and 
student include:
– “Coaching” student during test
– Editing student responses
– Giving clues in any way
– Changing the content by offering 

additional information



ENSURING STANDARDIZATION

Standardization is the uniform administration 
of assessment procedures and conditions 
– It is necessary to ensure that test results 

reflect actual student learning
– The objective is to make fair comparisons 

between all students



TEST SECURITY 

Test security is to ensure the confidentiality 
of test questions and answers 
– Keep testing materials in a secure place
– Keep all test content confidential; do not 

reveal test content to anyone
– Return all materials as instructed 



STEP 5

Evaluate and improve accommodations use



QUESTIONS TO GUIDE EVALUATION 
AT THE SCHOOL OR DISTRICT LEVEL

If students are not demonstrating expected 
level of performance:
– Did students have access to instruction in 

assessed content?
– Are accommodations used during 

instruction and assessments? 
– Was the accommodation effective?



QUESTIONS TO GUIDE EVALUATION 
AT THE STUDENT LEVEL

What is the student’s perception of how  well 
the accommodation “worked”?
What are the perceptions of teachers and 
others about how the accommodation 
appears to be “working”?



ACCOMMODATIONS

Definition: Accommodations are practices 
and procedures in the areas of presentation, 
response, setting, and timing/scheduling that 
provide equitable instructional and 
assessment access



ACCOMMODATIONS (cont.)

Accommodations reduce or eliminate the 
effects of a student’s disability and do not 
reduce learning expectations. 
Some accommodations are appropriate for 
instruction but not for assessments.



MODIFICATIONS

Definition: Modifications are changing, 
lowering, or reducing learning or assessment 
expectations 
May result in implications that could 
adversely affect a student throughout that 
individual’s educational career



MODIFICATIONS (cont.)

Examples include
– Requiring a student to learn less material
– Revising assignments or tests to make 

them easier
Modified tests will NOT be counted toward 
proficiency or PARTICIPATION in AYP



ACCOMMODATIONS CATEGORIES

Presentation Accommodations 
– Allow students to access information in 

ways that do not require them to visually 
read standard print. These alternate 
modes of access are auditory, multi-
sensory, tactile, and visual.



PRESENTATION ACCOMMODATIONS

Directions Read Aloud in English and Signed
– CRT - Clarification, paraphrasing and re-

reading of directions are allowed



PRESENTATION ACCOMMODATIONS 
(cont.)

Questions Read Aloud in English, Signed, 
and Screen Reader
– CRT Math & Science – Yes
– CRT Elem. Language Arts – Sometimes
– CRT Sec. Language Arts – NO
– UBSCT – Writing and Math – Yes
– UBSCT – Reading - NO
– Iowa – Reading and Vocabulary NOT read 

aloud



ACCOMMODATIONS CATEGORIES

Response Accommodations 
– Allow students to complete assignments, 

tests, and activities in different ways or to 
solve or organize problems using some 
type of assistive device or organizer.



RESPONSE ACCOMMODATIONS

Word Processor (No Spell Check)
– DWA  - Yes
– UBSCT Writing - Yes



RESPONSE ACCOMMODATIONS 
(cont.)

Calculation Devices
– Includes abacus, arithmetic table, 

manipulatives
– CRT – Yes on calculator section only
– UBSCT Math – Yes
– Iowa (ITBS) Part 1 – Yes; Parts 2 & 3 – No
– Iowa (ITED) – Computation - NO



RESPONSE ACCOMMODATIONS 
(cont.)

Scribe
– Only for students with verified disabilities 

that significantly impact written expression 
or physical disability that impedes motor 
process or writing



RESPONSE ACCOMMODATIONS 
(cont.)

Scribe
– May not edit or alter student work
– Must record word for word
– May not answer or explain anything 
– Must allow student to review and edit 
– Student must tell scribe about punctuation 

& capitalization without scribe asking 



RESPONSE ACCOMMODATIONS 
(cont.)

Graphic Organizers 
– Student generated

Speech-to-Text
– Prior training necessary



RESPONSE ACCOMMODATIONS 
(cont.)

Recording Device
– DWA and UBSCT – scribe is required to 

transcribe into print



ACCOMMODATIONS CATEGORIES

Setting Accommodations 
– Change the location in which a test or 

assignment is given or the conditions of 
the assessment setting.



SETTING ACCOMMODATIONS

Reduce Distractions to Student
– Change in location

• Inside classroom
• In another room in the school



SETTING ACCOMMODATIONS (cont.)

Reduce Distractions to Others
– Change in location

• Students who need a reader or scribe
• Students who read or think out loud
• Students who make noises



SETTING ACCOMMODATIONS (cont.)

Physical Access
– Examples

• Auditorium lacks room for assistive 
technology

• Large print materials may require table 
instead of desk



ACCOMMODATIONS CATEGORIES

Timing/Scheduling Accommodations 
– Increase the allowable length of time to 

complete a test or assignment and may 
also change the way the time is organized.



TIMING/SCHEDULING 
ACCOMMODATIONS

Extended Time
– Common – often time and one half
– Reader or scribe – often double time
– CRT – subtests completed on same day 

as started
– UBSCT – subtests must be given on 

assigned day and completed within school 
day



TIMING/SCHEDULING 
ACCOMMODATIONS (cont.)

Multiple Breaks
– Supervision is required for all students on 

breaks
– CRT – subtests completed on same day 

as started
– UBSCT – subtests must be given on 

assigned day and completed within school 
day



TIMING/SCHEDULING 
ACCOMMODATIONS (cont.)

Schedule Change
– Best time of day
– Multiple days
– CRT – subtests completed on same day 

as started
– UBSCT – subtests must be given on 

assigned day and completed within school 
day



OTHER ACCOMMODATIONS

Temporary 
– Broken dominant hand



APPENDIX A – G

Checklist to plan accommodation use
Student questionnaire
Plan
Student-teacher agreement
Logistics planning checklist
Journal
Guidelines for English Language Learners



STUDENT CHARACTERISTICS

Blind, Low Vision, Partial Sight
Communication Disorder
Deaf, Hard of Hearing
Weak Manual Dexterity
Reading Disability – Decoding
Writing Disability – Spelling
Mathematics Disability
Easily Distracted
Physical Disability



WHAT MIGHT WORK
Reading Disability – Difficulty Decoding

Accommodations to Consider for Instruction
Read aloud
Audiotape or CD
Screen reader
Videotape

Accommodations to Consider for Assessments
Read aloud except on language arts tests
Screen reader or speech to text except on language 
arts tests



WHAT MIGHT WORK
Writing Disability – Difficulty with Spelling

Accommodations to Consider for Instruction
Express research to a scribe through speech
Type on or speak to word processor
Speak into tape recorder
Use spelling and grammar assistive devices (e.g., electronic 
spelling device, spell check on computer)
Use written notes, outlines, and instructions

Accommodations to Consider for Assessments
Express response to a scribe through speech
Type on or speak to word processor with grammar & spell 
check disabled
Speak into tape recorder



WHAT MIGHT WORK
Mathematics Disability

Accommodations to Consider for Instruction 
Calculation devices
Visual organizers
Graphic organizers
Math tables and formula sheets

Accommodations to Consider for Assessments
Calculation devices (Texas Instrument 86 or lower)
Visual organizers
Graphic organizers



WHAT MIGHT WORK
Easily Distracted, Short Attention Span

Accommodations to Consider for Instruction
Use books on tape or recorded books to help focus on text
Give short and simple directions with examples
Write in text booklet instead of on answer sheet
Monitor placement of student responses on answer sheet
Use materials or devices used to solve or organize responses
Use visual organizers
Use graphic organizers
Highlight key words in directions
Have student repeat and explain directions to check for understanding
Use template
Use graph paper to keep number in proper columns
Sit in front of room
Change location to reduce distractions
Use short segment test booklets (when available)
Allow for multiple or frequent breaks
Schedule tests in the morning
Cue student to begin working and stay on task
Change testing schedule or order of subtests
Limit reading periods
Schedule activities requiring more seat time in the morning and more hands-on and physical activities in 
the afternoon
Divide long-term assignments



WHAT MIGHT WORK
Easily Distracted, Short Attention Span

Accommodations to Consider for Assessment
Write in test booklet instead of on answer sheet
Monitor placement of student responses on answer sheet
Use materials or devices used to solve or organize responses
Use visual organizers
Use graphic organizers
Highlight key words in directions
Have student repeat and explain directions to check for understanding
Use template
Use graph paper to keep numbers in proper columns
Sit in front of room
Change location to reduce distractions
Use short segment test booklets (when available)
Allow for multiple or frequent breaks
Schedule tests in the morning
Cue student to begin working and stay on task
Change testing schedule or order of subtests



QUESTIONS

Wendy Carver

Utah State Office of Education
Special Education Assessment Specialist

wendy.carver@schools.utah.gov

801-538-7639


